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Although a map of Palestine does nothing to prbeeauthenticity of the events recorded in the Bilble
gives us a sense of assurance that the peopléamrditure of the Bible actually existed. Knowiihgt
there is a road from Jerusalem to Emmaus doesroee phat the resurrected Jesus appeared to his
disciples on that road but it does give us a sehseality that this event occurred in a real plangong
real people.

It is not unreasonable that for those of us wheeratestimony of the truthfulness of the doctrine
contained in the Book of Mormon, that there shaltb be a desire for an assurance that the events
recorded in the Book of Mormon took place in a meatld location among a real world culture.

This Interest in the culture and geography of thelBof Mormon began as soon as Joseph Smith told
his family about his first visit to the hill neaisthome. His mother, Lucy Mack Smith, in her Higtof
Joseph Smith, gives us the following descriptiothds interest



During our evening conversations, Joseph wouldsionally give us some of the most amusing recitals
that could be imagined. He would describe the antardhabitants of this continent, their dress, mofie
traveling, and the animals upon which they rodeirttities, their buildings, with every particulangir
mode of warfare; and also their religious worsfipis he would do with as much ease, seeminglyf, as i
he had spent his whole life among them.

Once the Book of Mormon was published this intebbsssomed both among members and critics. The
members of the Church saw everything that camewlad been published about the pre-Columbian
cultures of the Americas as somehow proof of théhfulness of the Book of Mormon while the critics
saw everything as evidence that it was a fabrinatioJoseph Smith aided by his coconspirators.

One of the first events that spoke of the posddalation of Book of Mormon events occurred in Mdy o
1834 during the march of Zion’s Camp. This is comipoeferred to as the Zelph story and has been
used by many to support a North American locatmritie Book of Mormon culture. As pointed out by
Ken Godfrey in his article in BYU Studies volume2%here was much discussion at the time as to
what happened and what Joseph Smith’s commentsoeacerning this event. As to be expected there
were various opinions, even among those that wer@itnesses to the event, however everyone was in
agreement that this was important evidence foatlbenticity of the Book of Mormon.



To add fuel to the fire, in 1841, John L. Stepheuislished his book “Incidents of Travel in Central
America, Chiapas and the Yucatan”. Knowing Josepti&est in ancient America, a copy of the book
was sent to Joseph Smith by Bishop Bernhisel.dnThank you letter to the Bishop, he said the
following:

“received your kind present by the hand of Er Waodid& feel myself under many obligations for this
mark of your esteem & friendship which to me is there interesting as it unfolds & develops many
things that are of great importance to this gerana& corresponds with & supports the testimonyref
Book of Mormon; | have read the volumes with theagest interest & pleasure & must say that of all
histories that have been written pertaining toahtquities of this country it is the most correct
luminous & comprihensive.—-

Joseph then gave the volume to John Taylor asatetidoy a note found inside the cover in John
Taylor’s writing.

Taylor as coeditor of The Times and Seasons, uhéezditorship of Joseph Smith then published a
series of abstracts from the book along with edit@omments comparing locations visited by Steghen



with the locations and cities spoken of in the Bddrmon, indicating the high probability that soofe
them were the same.

Unfortunately, the discussion provoked by thesielag soon died out and by the time the Saints were
established in the Rocky Mountains interest indilléure and geography of the Book of Mormon was
minimal as reflected by the absence of any sigaifigpublished material. Shortly before the begignin
of the 28" century interest began to pick up with the pubiraof George Reynolds external
hemispheric model. Since then over 150 differend@oof Book of Mormon geography have been
published.

It was not, however, until the publication of J@wrenson’s “An American Setting for the Book of
Mormon” that extensive use of cultural conceptsanjunction with the textual descriptions were used
to propose a model for Book of Mormon geography iedter coincided with the text. Using cultural
concepts, travel times mentioned in the text arstmations of the terrain involved, he suggested a
model that depicted a limited geographical are®fwok of Mormon events as opposed to the formerly
accepted hemispheric model. My purpose today ismdiscuss the merits of the various models for
Book of Mormon geography but to show some of theveogences between ancient cultural concepts
and the geography described in the text of the Bddormon. My personal studies of the textual
description of geographic features in the Book @irivion have convinced me that a model centered in



The Grijalva River valley in Chiapas Mexico, as gested by Sorenson, best fits the textual datd and
will therefore use that model as a basis for my gansons.

This slide shows this model as modified by my stadind interpretation of the Book of Mormon text
and the real world three-dimensional geography esdamerica.

Convergence

Two years ago Brant Gardner introduced this confazéo William Dever’'s concept of convergence as
it relates to the Bible and Biblical Archeology.

Whenever the two sources or “witnesses” happeoneearge in their testimony. A historical “datum”
(or given) may be said to be established beyorsbresble doubt. To ignore or to deny the implication
of such convergent testimony is irresponsible saisbip, since it impeaches the testimony of one
witness without reasonable cause by suppressirey vitlal evidencé



In an Internet discussion, Brant extended thanitedn to include geography in addition to archeglo

The concept of a convergence is much more usetause it understands that there is no single
geographic feature or location that really showglang. What is required are multiple points of
simultaneous and interconnect comparisons. The guurdiave multiple geographic features that are
unique and interconnected in non-random ways, thee ikely that there is a connection.

In other words

Convergence between geography and the Book of Mostary is a necessary requirement in order for
any definition of Book of Mormon geography to befus and/or convincing.



Directional Concepts

In order to interpret textual descriptions of gegairy one must have an understanding of the direadtio
terms used in the textual descriptions.

In order to do this we must examine the differertmetsveen modern and ancient concepts of
directionality and geography.

In the following table, important concepts relatedyeography are listed in the left hand columre Th
modern interpretation is listed in the middle coluand the ancient interpretation is listed in #fe |
hand column.



Comparison between modern and
Mesoamerican concepts of direction

Concept

Modern
Map oriented

Ancilent
Individual oriented

*Up and down
*East

*West

*North

*South

*Quarters of the
Land

*North and South
*East on a Map
*West on a Map
*North on a Map
«South on a map

*Based on Longitude
and Latitude

+Up Hill and Down Hill
*Where the Sun Rises
*Where the Sun Sets

*To the Sun’s Right

*Tothe Sun’s Lett

*Based on diagonal lines
drawn between corners of a
rectangle




One of the reasons for the  faa  «e %ﬁ ; '*'FF
differences is the way in éﬂ ﬁ _j%.. P 1
which ancient peoples el T % .'
viewed the world around ' ;
them. They looked at things
from a personal viewpoint of
how they were related to the
immediate world around
them rather than their
location on a global map of
the world. Although, they
may have had maps, these
maps were usually pictorial & ¢ 2%
and very localized as shown | ™

in this slide.
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Their concept of a map was

mostly pictorial with lines drawn to shown intercmetions. thtle or no effort was glven to keemth
in scale. However, relative locations were usupiiserved.



Our modern concepts are based on a global vieleolvbrld as taught in school from the first grade o
This concept is based on two-dimensional maps meittangular coordinates aligned with the north,
south, east and west compass points. Even wheg agjiobe we use a two dimensional grid imposed
on the globe. Although three-dimensional globesaaeglable, the vertical resolution is too low #or
practical impression of the differences in elevati?/ith the advent of computers and satellite insage
is now possible to get a better impression of theificant differences in elevation of the world&rain
but this is only making slow inroads into our ttamhal view of geography.



Comparison between modern and
Mesoamerican concepts of direction

Concept

Modern
Map oriented

Ancilent
Individual oriented

*Up and down
*East

*West

*North

*South

*Quarters of the
Land

*North and South
*East on a Map
*West on a Map
*North on a Map
«South on a map

*Based on Longitude
and Latitude

+Up Hill and Down Hill
*Where the Sun Rises
*Where the Sun Sets

*To the Sun’s Right

*Tothe Sun’s Lett

*Based on diagonal lines
drawn between corners of a
rectangle




As shown in the right hand column, the ancient weag a local view with a much greater influence of
the three dimensional nature of the geographyh@mtup and down were used with reference to the
real world and not to the top and bottom of a nTd@ sun was their principal
reference for directions and their way of dividihg land into quarters was
based on the summer and winter solstices.

This drawing is an attempt to show graphically ttescept. The
Mesoamerican saw them selves at the center otangadar three-dimensional
cube at the crossing point of the three axes. &mtap and down were
practical concepts of direction rather than abstrancepts based on a map of
the world. In addition their concept was based batwhey could see or had
experienced rather that a global view based oneswacknowledge learned in
educational institutions.

Down



In order to clarify this concept, | have creatdd@soamerican compass rose in order to compareiit to

Modern and Mesoamerican

Cultural Directions
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The side of heaven

modern
compass based
rose. As you
can see, in the
modern rose
the quarters are
based on a
square with an
equal number
of directions
(compass
points) in each
quarter

In the
Mesoamerican
rose the



quarters are based on a rectangle and this résdéeer directions in the eastern and westerntgusar
compared to the northern and southern quarters.

This difference is made clearer by superimposiegMiesoamerican solar rose on top of the modern
compass rose.

Note that the Mesoamericans oriented their maps
with east at the top rather than north.

This is confirmed by this map of the quarters of
Mexico City. It is part of the Osuna codex written
the Spaniards by the Aztecs in 1565 in order to
document the construction of five cathedrals in
Mexico City.

The side of heaven
on the
left hand

-]

=

[¢]

= 2}
o &
Bsg
=22
g8 ™
2 8
& 1]
<

[¢]

=




Four of these cathedrals are still present in nmodixico’s capital and their location confirms the
orientation of the map to the east.

This overlay clearly shows that the number of dioes in the eastern and western quarters are much

fewer that those in the northern and western grsarte

Results Based on the 378 References
to Direction in The Book of Mormon

Percent of Total

Found in The
Book of Mormon

From

From

Westward

Quincunx | Square
Norhplus | 39 37 | 25
oo |27 37 | 25
Eron 19 13 | 25
et 16 13 | 25

The Book of Mormon contains 378
references to directions. One of the
anomalies, long recognized by
others, is the disparity between the
number of east and west references
and the number of north and south
references.

Sorenson comments about this
disparity in his appendix to “The
Geography of Book of Mormon
Events”. He concludes that although



it is not obvious what one is to make of this difjgafuture study may resolve the problem. If wipky
the concept depicted by this comparison of the Memyican view of the quarters of the land to the
distribution of the references to direction in B@ok of Mormon, we get this table.

The concept of a rectangular representation oftgrsais called a quincunx. When we express the
percentage of directions in each quarter as a p&rge of the total, we find that only the combioatof
south and southward approaches that expected bgdbdern compass rose. The rest are better fiteto th
distribution predicted by the .

Mesoamerican solar rose. The lower ¥
value for the distribution for south and
southward may be accounted for by |
the fact that the major portion of

North Sea

Lamanite lands were to the south and { i
therefore fewer references to specific e N :
locations in these lands. e g JRldthern Quarter

Here we see this concept imposed o
satellite map of Mesoamerica. As ca

South Sea



be seen this results in seas present in all foartgrs in conformance with the Book of Mormon’s
cultural concept that they were an island neartyosunded by water.

With these concepts of direction and their applicato Mesoamerica, | would like to discuss thrée o
the many convergences between Mesoamerican gegggagdithe text of the Book of Mormon. These
three are what Brant calls productive convergebeesuse they not only fit to the geography but give
us further insight into and clarify questions weghtihave about what the text is talking about.

Limhi’s search Party and the Record of Jaredites

This story begins in Moroni’'s commentary on the &tdaf Ether found in the 24 Gold plates and
originally translated by King Mosiah.

Ether 15:

33 And the Lord spake unto Ether, and said unta @mforth. And he went forth, armeheld that the
words of the Lord had all been fulfilled; and he finished his record; (and the hundredthlgeave not
written) and he hid them in a manner that the peopLimhi did find them.



Ether 13

20 And in the second year the word of the Lord eamnEther, that he should go and prophesy unto
Coriantumr that, if he would repent, and all hisis®hold, the Lord would give unto him his kingdom
and spare the people— 21 Otherwise they shoutteboyed, and all his household save it were
himself. And he should only live to see the fuifi of the prophecies which had been spoken
concerninganother people receiving theland for their inheritance; and Coriantumr should receive
aburial by them; and every soul should be destroyed save it werea@umr.

Omni

20 And it came to pass in the days of Mosiah, thexe a large stone brought unto him with engravings
on it; and he did interpret the engravings by tificagnd power of God. 21 And they gave an accaidint
one Coriantumr, and the slain of his people. And&wumr was discovered by the people of
Zarahemla; and he dwelt with them for the spacareé moons. 22 It also spake a few words
concerning his fathers. And his first parents camntefrom the tower, at the time the Lord confounded



the language of the people; and the severity oLtrd fell upon them according to his judgments,
which are just; and their bones lay scatteredendnd northward.

What did King Limhi probably know about Zarahemla?

1.1t was to the north.

2.1t was located west of the river Sidon.

3.That the journey up from Zarahemla probably fotld the course of the River Sidon.
4.That Zarahemla was not in a land of many waters.



King Limhi’s description of the event:

Mosiah 8:

7 And theking said unto him: Being grieved for the afflictions of mgople, | caused that forty and
three of my people should take a journey into tildesness, that thereby they might find the land of
Zarahemla, that we might appeal unto our brethoeatetiver us out of bondage. 8 And they were lost
in the wilderness for the space of many days,h&y tvere diligent, and found not the land of
Zarahemla but returned to this land, having trav@tealand among many waters, having discovered a
land which was covered with bones of men, and aétse and was also covered withns of buildings

of every kind, having discovered a land which had been peoplgdaxpeople who were asimer ous
asthehostsof Isradl.

12 And | say unto thee again: Knowest thou of amg ihat can translate? For | am desirous that these
records should be translated into our languagep®haps, they will give us a knowledge of a remnant
of the people who have been destroyed, from whtrese records came; @er haps, they will give us

a knowledge of this very people who have been dgstl; and | am desirous to know the cause of their
destruction.

1.King Limhi assumes that the records contain thtty of the people that built the ruins.



Mosiah 21:

25 Now king Limhi had sent, previous to the comifighmmon, a small number of men to search for
the land of Zarahemla; but they could not finchitd they were lost in the wilderness. 26 Nevégtse
they did find a land which had been peopled; ydand which was covered with dry bones; yea, a land
which had been peopled and which had been destragddhey, having supposed it to be the land of
Zarahemla, returned to the land of Nephi, having arrivedhie borders of the land not many days
before the coming of Ammon.

1.King Limhi assumes that the records contain tety of the people that built the ruins.
2.The search party assumed that the ruins weretferdestruction of the city of Zarahemla.

Mosiah 21:
27 And they brought a record with thesaen a record of the people whose bones they had found,;
and it was engraven on plates of ore.

1.The search party assumed that the ruins werettierdestruction of the city of Zarahemla.



2.King Limhi assumes that the records contain ikty of the people that built the ruins.
3.Mormon now assumes that the record is that op#ople whose bones had been found.

The Archeological Record
Mulekites arrive in America about 600 BC
La Venta 900 BC to 400 BC - possible interactiotin Mulekites
Tres Zapotes 900 BC to 900 AD — possible interactiih Mulekites
San Lorenzo 1200 BC to 900 BC —too early
Limhi’s search party 121 BC - too late to interath either la venta or San Lorenzo but one or the
other may have been the builders of the ruins maratl. The Tres Zapotes group could not be the
builders of the ruins because they were still ogouptheir location.
Mosiah encounters people of Zarahemla 200 BC —ma&g included some of the La Venta or Tres
Zapotes groups



Why did they get lost?
Based on a Mesoamerican location of the cultuey; thust have chosen the wrong river.
1. There are two rivers in Mesoamerica that appeareet the description of the river Sidon.

2. Their headwaters are both in the narrow strigitiferness area and they flow to the north emtyin
into the Gulf of Mexico.

3. Depending on one reading of Alma 22, the heatlefiver Sidon flows from east to west. If,
however, one assumes that this phrase refers twatih@w strip of wilderness then either river could
gualify as the Sidon. Regardless of which river WesSodon, they must have chosen the wrong river o
they would have found the land of Zarahemla.



26 Nevertheless, they did find a
land which had been peopled; ye
a land which was covered with &
dry bones; yea, a land which had
been peopled and which had bee\."
destroyedand they, having
supposed it to be theland of
Zarahemla, returned to theland
of Nephi, having arrived in the
borders of the land not many day
before the coming of Ammon. West Sea

Once they were satisfied that the
had found the Land of Zarahemla
and thus accomplished their
mission, they turned around and
returned to the land of Nephi-
Lehi. Presumably by the same QO 10 mile diameter
right they had traveled to get




O 10 mile diameter ;
"Google™

there. At this time they did not realize that they
had traveled to the wrong place. It was Only
after they returned and met Ammon and his
companions who came from the land of
Zarahemla did they realize their mistake. It was
King Limhi who concluded that they had
somehow become lost in the wilderness. The
search party were always aware of where they
were in relation to the land of Nephi-Lehi,
otherwise how would they have been able to
find their way back. They were never lost.

In this satellite view of Mesoamerica we can
see the paths of the two rivers as they flow to
the gulf.

The Grijalva flows through the river valley, tumarth and passes through the Angostura Canyon. It
then enters another canyon called the Sumiderer Adtaving the mountains it flows north to the Gulf
The present day path turns east and flows intonitveth of the Usamacinta, however this is a fairly



recent change occurring since the time of the Nephilture. You can still see the old channel now
called the Rio Seco.

After leaving the narrow strip of wilderness floms$o the Maya lowlands and then into the gulf.



A closer satellite view of the area where the

’Q}mic Ruidgh heby © e PR "1 two rivers empty into the gulf shows the
LY ¢ptai Mexico ! %y " = - i

La Venta

Usamacinta passing through an area filled
with lakes and swampland

The path followed by the search partly was
probably to the west of the river because
they were probably aware that the city of
Zarahemla was west of the Sidon.

The Grijalva, however, flows directly to the
sea after leaving the mountains and if they
were keeping to the west bank they would
have never encountered the land of many

waters.



The archeological record locates the La Venta ruiststo the west of the Grijalva River. If they
followed the Grijalva, keeping to the west banleytivould have encountered these ruins, concluded
that it was Zarahemla and returned to the landegdh¥Lehi without ever passing through the land of
many waters.

Therefore based on the geography of the areantosy likely followed the Usamacinta and missed the
Land of Zarahemla located in the Grijalva riverewl This is in agreement with Sorenson’s conclusio
for the location of the river Sidon and the Bookvdrmon culture.



A second brief convergence is found in the storthefdestruction of Ammonihah

Alma 16:

2 For behold, the armies of the Lamanites had domeon the wilderness side, into the borders ef th
land, even into the city of Ammonihah, and begaslay the people and destroy the city.

3 And now it came to pass, before the Nephitesccraibe a sufficient army to drive them out of the

land, they had destroyed the people who were iritg@f Ammonihah, and also some around the
borders of Noah, and taken others captive intavileerness



The wilderness side
Took captives
: Returned by the same
: route
4. The Book of Mormon
does not record any
Ammonihah attempt by the Nephites to
control this coastal path to
the north possibly because
they were separated from
_ it by a mountain range that
Narrow Strip of Wilderfiess was almost impossible to
Cross.

wnN e

Alma 16:

6 And it came to pass that Alma
inquired of the Lord concerning
the matter. And Alma returned and said unto theahdid, the Lamanites will cross the river Sidon in
the south wilderness, away up beyond the bordeitsedfind of Manti. And behold there shall ye meet




them, on the east of the river Sidon, and therd_tnd will deliver unto thee thy brethren who have

been taken captive by the Lamanites.

7 And it came to pass that Zoram and his sons edosger the river Sidon, with their armies, and
marched away beyond the borders of Manti into thetswilderness, which was on the east side of the
river Sidon.

8 And they came upon the armies of the Lamanita$tlae Lamanites were scattered and driven into
the wilderness; and they took their brethren wha lbeen taken captive by the Lamanites, and these wa
not one soul of them had been lost that were takptive. And they were brought by their brethren to
possess their own lands.



The Lamanite took a longer route and were hampeydtie need to guard their prisoners and to watch
for Nephite pursuit.

The Nephite route was not only shorter but theyrm@adeed to guard prisoners or to be on the lookout
for Lamanite pursuit.

My third and final convergence is a geographic dpson of the Amlicite — Nephite battle describied
Alma 2:11-38

In this description Mormon uses an unusual wagesicribing directions. Instead of saying northwest,
he uses the terms “on the west and on the northérghan northwest or northward.

Alma 2:

11 Now the people of Amlici were distinguishedtbg name of Amlici, being called Amlicites; and the
remainder were called Nephites, or the people af.Go

12 Therefore the people of the Nephites were awfiige intent of the Amlicites, and therefore tlog
prepare to meet them; yea, they did arm themsehtbsswords, and with cimeters, and with bows, and
with arrows, and with stones, and with slings, waith all manner of weapons of war, of every kind.

13 And thus they were prepared to meet the Am§atiethe time of their coming. And there were
appointed captains, and higher captains, and ch@hins, according to their numbers.






Modern map locations. View looking northwest alahg Grijalva river valley.

1. Santa Rosa — Sorenson’s choice for the locatidheo€ity of Zarahemla

2. Cerro Mitzpilla — 4300 ft high outlier rising abol$00 feet above the surrounding terrain.

3. Barrancas of Tehuantepec - 4000-5000 ft high easi@der of the passage through the Isrhmus
of Tehuantepec.

4. Only pass from the Lamanite dominated Pacific codstthe Grijalva river valley. Gives access
to the valley by way of a side valley that is seped from Santa Rosa by a mountain spur that
must be gone around in order to reach Santa Rosa.
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W Hermounts

\ Northern Quarter

Western Quarter

Valley
of Gideon

Hill Amnihu

=& e Zarahemla
Pass through N
the mountains
Course of the Lamanites

Barrancas of Tehuantepec looking towards the east.

Book of Mormon map locations

1.

2.
3.

Lines showing borders of the
Nephite quarters of the land.

City of Zarahemla

Hill Amnihu — hight consistent with
an advantageous battleground.
Barrancas — Consistent with
Hermounts or a wilderness of wild
animals.

Land of Minon in a side valley
separated from the main land of
Zarahemla.

Pass through giving access to the
land of Zarahemla from the Pacific
coast.



Border between the northern and western quartatdthcrossing back ad forth between the two
quarters would explain the peculiar use of thedfiioeal terms in the description of this particular
battle.

Alma 2:
15 And it came to pass that the Amlicites P4 N
came upon the hill Amnihu, which was eas
of the river Sidon, which ran by the land ofg%
Zarahemla, and there they began to make \
war with the Nephites.

Hermounts

Northern Quarter
Western Quarter

Valley

Zarahemla to Amnihu of Gideon

Step 1 of the battle. Nephites leave the cit
undefended and go out to do battle with t Hill Amnihu
Amlicites at the Hill Amnihu. ‘

—>» Nephites

Pass through the mountaigs.
Course of the Lamanites



Alma 2:

18 Nevertheless the Lord did strengthen the hartdeoNephites, that they slew the Amlicites witkajr
slaughter, that they began to flee before them.

20 And it came to pass that when Alma could putBaeAmlicites no longer he caused that his people
should pitch their tents in the valley of Gidedre walley being called after that Gideon who wamsl

by the hand of Nehor with the sword; and in thikeyathe Nephites did pitch their tents for thehtig

21 And Alma sent spies to follow the remnant of Amelicites, that he might know of their plans and
their plots, whereby he might guard himself agaihstn, that he might preserve his people from being
destroyed.

24 Behold, we followed the camp of the Amlicitaed to our great astonishment, in the land of Mjnon
above the land of Zarahemla, in the course ofdahd bf Nephi, we saw a numerous host of the
Lamanites; and behold, the Amlicites have joinesith
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Isthmus of [I'ehuantepec P

W Hermounts

\ Northern Quarter

Western Quarter

Valley
of Gideon

Hill Amnihu

—>» Nephites
o —>» Amlicites
= & Zarahemla Lamanites

Pass through the mountaigs
Course of the Lamanites

Amnihu to Gideon - Nephites
prevail and drive the Amlicites
towards the valley of Gideon

Amnihu to Minon — Amlicites flea
toward the valley of Minon for a
prearranged meeting with the a
Lamanite army

Lamanites to Minon - Amlicites
join forces with the Lamanites
who have entered unnoticed into
the valley of Minon and head
down the valley to attack the
undefended city of Zarahemla
driving the Nephites in the valley
before them.

Alma 2:



26 And it came to pass that the people of NepH their tents, and departed out of the valley algdn
towards their city, which was the city of Zarahemla
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Sidon on the quickest route back to the undefewdgaf Zarahemla. This was here at Chachi. This
crossing is to the west of Santa Rosa and mayatalibat the city may not have been at Santa Ratsa b
was located somewhat further to the west.

Alma 2:
27 And behold, as they were crossing the river gitlee Lamanites and the Amlicites, being as
numerous almost, as it were, as the sands of thecame upon them to destroy them.

34 And thus he cleared the ground, or rather #m bwhich was on the west of the river Sidon,
throwing the bodies of the Lamanites who had bégn s1to the waters of Sidon, that thereby his
people might have room to cross and contend wéH_ttimanites and the Amlicites on the west side of
the river Sidon.

35 And it came to pass that when they had aised the river Sidon that the Lamanites and the
Amlicites began to flee before them, notwithstagdimey were so numerous that they could not be
numbered



The battle is joined and the IsthmES e (cpoc

Nephites cross over and clear thepsSeess
west bank of the river. The W

Lamanites and Amlicites are ’\
demoralized, although excess in
numbers begin to flee. Western Quarter

Alma 2:
36 And they fled before the
Nephites towards theilderness
which waswest and north, away
beyond the borders of the land;
and the Nephites did pursue the
with their might, and did slay
them.

37 Yea, they were met on ever
hand, and slain and driven, until A% 7arahemla
they were scatterezh the west, AN
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reached the wilderness, which was called
Hermounts; and it was that part of the
wilderness which was infested by wild
and ravenous beasts.

38 And it came to pass that many died
in the wilderness of their wounds, and
were devoured by those beasts and also
the vultures of the air; and their bones
have been found, and have been heaped
up on the earth.

The Nephites drive them, apparently
crossing back and forth across the line
between the quarters. This would be
significant to the Nephites because they
would have had the sun in their face as
the battle extended into the afternoon.



The battle ends as the Amlicites and Nephites e¢heewilderness of Hermounts. A number of years
ago, | had chosen these Barrancas as the locatidgtermounts because of their fit to the descriptd
this wilderness found in the text of the Book of idhon.

About a year ago, on the Aztlan discussion liglysone raised the topic of whether or not there were
man-eating beasts in Mesoamerica. One of the kshbers,
an expert of the Nahuatl language, responded bhaiexmy
that Tehuantepec is a Nahuatl word meaning “hdis”
“mountains of the man-eating beast.”

This is demonstrated by the Tehuantepec coat of.arm

1. We see here the glyph for hill or mountain

2. And here the glyph for jaguar or better-said tecuan
Although Tecuani is usually translated as jaguar, i
Remi Simeon’s Diccionario de la Lengua Nahuatl
first published in 1885, its meaning is given as

GUISI'ILULA’A
TEHUANTEPEC. 0AX.



devoradora de hombres or in English, man eatingtbea
3. Although the Nahuatl language may have come latkiscarea in Mesoamerica, subsequent

Isthmus of [Tehuantepec
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culture often gloss local
geographic features with a
translation into their language
of the previous cultures names
for these features.

To recap this account of the Amlicite-
Lamanite and Nephite battle.

N =

Starts at the hill Amnihu.

Moves to the area of the valley
of Gideon

Resumes the next day on the
banks of the river Sidon

The enemy is driven on the
west and on the north to the
wilderness of Hermounts where



the bodies are left to be
devoured by wild beasts. SRS % A7

River §idon

. . . Northgi'ﬁ Quarter
Here is a satellite view of the
same information. The areas

marked by white lines are

mountainous areas not amenableZss : CH Valléy
to travel or fighting. & . of Gideon

o

Summary

Using Mesoamerican cultural
concepts of direction and

geography, | have been able to ' ; _)) Eﬁﬁh‘f‘fs
show convergence between / s - Lamle;:ite:s
multiple geographic features of W9l Amlicites + Lamanites H

the Grijalva river valley and the |/ SSTevsriRiNee 0T A : All three groups
k@oﬁﬁ’s@?@f‘tﬁfﬁiﬁrﬂﬁ 'IﬁSn . Eyealt™—77:83.mi



text of the Book of Mormon. Although, individualrcelations may be meaningless when examined by
themselves, the fact that together they correlateudtiple points with the text and do so in thereot
geographical relationships depicted in the texgl$eto the conclusion that they are real and descri
real events, people and locations.

As Brant has said,

Have you seen the dog?

| have seen the dog and can not now unsee it.

Thank you.

You can also watch this presentation on our Yousitee
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knwOpl8Ifsc
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